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Communication

■ Pertinent clinical information
◆ Patchy vs Diffuse

Phillips TG et al. Am Fam Physician 96(6):371-8, 2017.



Communication

■ Pertinent clinical information
◆ +Hair Pull Test or complaint of shedding



Communication

■ Pertinent clinical information
◆ Seborrheic dermatitis?  Treated?

https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/14403-seborrheic-dermatitis



Communication

■ Pertinent clinical information
◆ Evidence of subtle scarring

Imhof RL et al. Mayo Clin Proc 93(11):1581-8, 2018



Communication

■ Evidence of scarring



Mucin stains identify scarring



Mucin stains identify scarring

Athanassios Kolivras, MD, PhD, Belgium



Communication
■ If the diagnosis doesn’t match your clinical 

assessment, pick up the phone and call the 
pathologist.

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/7-745-video



Subacute alopecia areata



Subacute alopecia areata





Alopecia areata?



Psoriatic alopecia





Alopecia Areata-like Pattern

■ Psoriasis
■ Lupus erythematosus
■ Syphilis
■ Permanent chemotherapy induced alopecia (pCIA)
■ Systemic amyloidosis
■ Linear morphea (en coup de sabre)



Alopecia areata?



Avoid biopsies from the hairline

Another Alopecia Areata Simulant



Communication
■ If the diagnosis doesn’t match your clinical 

assessment, pick up the phone and call the 
pathologist.

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/7-745-video





LPP versus Folliculitis decalvans

LPP Folliculitis decalvans





Bohnett MC, Kolivras, A, Thompson AA and Thompson CT, JCP 48(6):816-8, 2021.

Folliculitis Decalvans

Lichen Planopilaris



Size of the punch biopsy?





Dermoscopic identification of disease



2mm punch—exhaust tissue



Size of punch to use?

■ 2mm for Frontal Fibrosing Alopecia
■ 4mm for everything else



Imaging modalities united!

■ Dermoscopy
■ In vivo confocal microscopy
■ 2mm transverse H&E sectioning



Dermoscopy



In vivo confocal microscopy



2mm transverse H&E sections









Final words of advice

■ Let alopecia pathology expert’s lab process 
the tissue

■ If you have an extended wait in your clinic, 
get the outside clinician to perform the 
biopsy.
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